
Starting a Challenge at DonorsChoose.org 
 
What is a Challenge for?  

• A DonorsChoose Challenge is an easy way to work with your friends, family, readers, and colleagues 
to raise money for classroom projects proposed by public school teachers.   

• Anyone can start a challenge! A challenge is a web page on DonorsChoose.org where you can list 
your favorite proposals and encourage others to fund them. (See below for a step-by-step guide.) 

 
What is a Challenge NOT for?  

• If you are a teacher looking to raise funds for a classroom project, DO NOT start a challenge – you 
need to write a proposal. Go to www.donorschoose.org and click on the “Submit a Proposal” link. 

• If you are an individual looking for funds for yourself, go to www.modestneeds.org. 
 

What are the basics steps to start a DonorsChoose.org Challenge? 
• Just follow these 4 Easy Steps (for detailed instructions, please see step-by-step guide below): 

 Create a Challenge 
 Pick an amount you want to raise through your Challenge 
 Search for proposals to add to your Challenge 
 Tell your friends, family, and colleagues about your Challenge! 

 
I’m ready – How do I get started? (A Step-by-Step Guide) 
1) Go to the Gift Options page and select “Create a Challenge” at the bottom of the page 
2) Sign in to your account, or create a new one 
3) Next, you’ll see the “Challenge Details” page. 
 

A. Title -  Give your challenge a title 
B. Join a leaderboard – If you’d like to participate in the 

Leaderboard, you can select a category here. (You can see the 
Leaderboard at 
http://www.donorschoose.org/donors/leadershipboard.html).   
If you do not wish to participate in a leaderboard, choose “Do Not Publicize.”  
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C. Fundraising goal – Set a monetary goal for your challenge (you can change this amount later). 
D. Message – Describe your challenge here. You can type in 

plain text, but we also offer optional advanced features. 
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1. Any standard HTML tags can be used to format your 

description.  
2. To include a link to your homepage, corporate page, 

or blog, use the "Insert URL" link just below this box 
and the proper HTML will be created.  

E. Image - If you want to include an image, click the "Add" 
button and then Browse for the image on your computer. 

F. Website or blog name / Website or blog URL (Optional) 
If you have a blog and would like the Leaderboard to link 
back to your blog or homepage, put the name and URL here.  

G. Save Changes! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.donorschoose.org/
http://www.modestneeds.org/
http://www.donorschoose.org/donors/giftoptions.html
http://www.donorschoose.org/donors/leadershipboard.html


 
 
4) Now that you’ve created your challenge, it’s time to start adding proposals to it! To do so, click “Search for 

proposals” to find challenges by geography, topic, subject, type of resource, and kind of students. Once you 
find a proposal you would like to add, just click the “Add to Challenge” link on the right side of the 
screen. 

• To see all of the proposals you have added to your challenge, return to the “Challenge Detail” page 
via “My Account,” where you will see a list of all of the proposals in your challenge 

 
• Clicking on the title will open a new window so that you may view the proposal.  
• Beside every title link is a thermometer that shows the % funded for each proposal. % funded 

includes funding from your challenge or funding from an unrelated donation. 
• Clicking the remove link will take the proposal out of your challenge. Once someone has donated to 

that proposal through your challenge, however, that proposal cannot be removed. 
 
 

5) Promoting your Challenge - Now that you’ve added new proposals, you are 
ready to start promoting your challenge. Once you’ve saved your challenge, 
visit the “Challenge Details” page. Use the “email challenge to my friends” 
button to send a note about your challenge to the email addresses of your 
friends.  
 
If you own or contribute to a blog, we’ve provided several other ways to promote your challenge: 

• Links - Use the link functionality to add a link to your website, blog, or web commentary. The first 
line contains the basic URL of your website which can be copy-pasted into a web browser or linked 



• Thermometer Widgets – This shows how far your challenge is to reaching your goal and updates 
once a day. Using the HTML code provided, paste the code for the large or small version into your 
site. 

• Banners – You can add DonorsChoose.org banners to your site 
 
6) View Donations – View the donors who gave to your challenge 

 
 


